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of the nation, and abroad in the strengthening of Our
relations with Foreign Powers, As to the revision of treaties,
Our long - cherished inspiration, exhaustive plans, and re-
peated negotiations have, at last, been crowned by a satis-
factory settlement with the Treaty Powers, Now that the
date assigned for the operation of the revised treaties is
drawing near, it is a matter for heartfelt joy and satisfaction
that, while, on the one hand, the responsibilities devolving
upon the country cannot but increase Our friendship with
the Treaty Powers, on the other it has been placed on a
foundation stronger than ever.

" We expect that Our loyal subjects, ever ready to
discharge public duties, will, in obedience to Our wishes,
conform to the national polity of enlightenment and progress,
and be united as one man in treating the people of far-off
lands with cordiality, and in thereby endeavouring to uphold
the character of this nation and enhance the glory of the
Empire.

" Further, we command Our Ministers of State to under-
take the responsibility of putting the revised treaties into
operation in such a manner that, by means of proper super-
vision over their subordinates, and the exercise of prudence
and discretion, both Our born subjects and strangers may
be enabled equally to participate in the benefits accruing
from the new system, and that the friendly relations with
the Treaty Powers may be permanently cemented."

All classes in the country united to carry out the wishes
expressed in the Imperial Rescript The Premier and
other Ministers of State issued instructions to the effect
that the responsibility now devolved on the Government and
the duty on the people of enabling foreigners to reside
confidently and contentedly in every part of the country.
Probably the most significant sign of the change which
had taken place in Japanese opinion was the action of the
chief Buddhist prelates in addressing to the priests and
parishioners in the dioceses injunctions pointing out that
freedom of conscience being now guaranteed by the Con-